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Editorial 


Compassionate Kids 
Lindy Pratch 

A lesbian friend told me a story 
about her son which has stayed with 
me. When he was seven, the boy 
insisted upon piercing one ear. Their 
family physician asked him if he wasn’t 
afraid of being called a faggot. The boy 
replied, “I’m not prejudiced.” 

Another lesbian’s daughter has 
grown into a young woman who cares 
deeply about the situation of Canada’s 
native people. She is working to make 
self-government a reality for them. 

Lesbians with children live in a 
different kind of family. This exposure 
to difference enriches a child’s life, 
promoting creative thinking, 
compassion for others, and a non- 
conformist attitude. The children may 
face difficulties that their schoolmates 
are unaware of—or may be the cause 
of—but this also gives them inner 
«trength and self-reliance. 

in 1983, a Canadian court awarded 


custody of a two-year-old child to her 
lesbian grandmother. It was the first 
time our justice system had awarded 
custody to an openly gay person who 
wasn’t the child’s natural parent.' 
Despite this landmark, risking 
custody loss continues to be a reality for 
lesbians. That women must conceal 
their sexuality for fear of losing their 
children ts the real crime. 
If we had more tolerance, there would 
be more visibility. And if people could 
only see what wonderful parents lesbian 
mothers can be, these women would 
never need to fear losing custody. 


'Pink Triangle, May/June, 1983. 
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Can Gay Parents 


Raise ‘Normal’ Kids? 
Amy Lee Cardufian 

Some people seem to have difficulty 
grasping the concept of same-sex parent- 
ing because they believe it is biologically 
impossible for gays to reproduce. They 
react in horror upon learning that a co- 
worker is a (gasp) lesbian: 

“What? No way, how can that be? 
She’s got two kids! How could she possi- 
bly be one of THOSE?” 

When it comes to same-sex parenting, 
unfortunately, biology isn’t the problem. 
It’s ignorance in the form of self- 
described champions of ‘family values’ 
and ill-informed politicians, like one 
recently quoted in Macleans magazine, 
who bleated, “To me a family means 
mother, father, and kids ... Every child 
has the right to a mother and a father.” 

Uh-huh. Tell that, please, to the dead- 
beat (heterosexual) dads and abusive 
(heterosexual) moms out there who are 
crippling their kids with cruelty and 
neglect. Are they better qualified to 
impart ‘traditional family values,’ simply 
because they are heterosexual, than lov- 
ing, caring partners who happen to be 
gay? Should sexual orientation be the 
sole yardstick by which we measure a 
person’s fitness as a parent? Does being 
gay render you incapable of raising 
‘normal’ children? 


Unfortunately, to many, the answer 
is yes. Don’t bother to look at whether 
the adults concerned are capable of 
providing a happy, healthy, loving, sup- 
portive environment. Being visibly het- 
erosexual seems to be all that matters. 

Newspaper columnist 
Peter Worthington says as 
much in a recent diatribe 
attacking the concept of 
same-sex benefits. He 
claims that acknowl- 
edging the rights of same-sex couples 
to adopt children is “insane,” adding 
that “kids have enough problems grow- 
ing up normally without having to cope 
with same-sex parents.” Mr. Worthing- 
ton does concede that, “there may be 
exceptions. In a particular case a 
lesbian couple or, conceivably (but less 
probably), two gay guys, might be able 
to raise a well-adjusted child ...” 

Ahem. J happen to know quite a few 
of those “particular” cases. And they’re 
not nearly so rare as the Worthingtons 
and Ralph Decline’s provincial Tories 
would have us believe. I count among 
my closest friends a wonderful lesbian 
mother who happens to be one of the 
best examples of a conscientious parent 
you could ever hope to meet. She has 
raised two incredibly well-adjusted 
teenagers, with whom she has always 
been open and honest about her sexual 
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orientation. Same-sex couples, both 
male and female, have always been a 
welcome part of their loving home. Her 
children seem none the worse for wear. 
They are non-judgmental, considerate, 
helpful teens who have seen firsthand 
that being gay is neither wrong nor bad, 
it’s just different. But don’t take my 
word for it. My friend’s 18-year-old 
daughter, Jennifer, can speak for 
herself. 

“T feel as ‘normal’ as any other kid. I 
don’t feel like I’ve been raised any dif- 
ferently that my friends who had both a 
mother and a father. So what if I grew 
up with Mom having a girlfriend instead 
of a husband ... it’s really no different. 

“| think growing up with two women 
parents probably taught us more about 
being open to other people’s interests 
and experiences,” Jennifer says. “Mom, 
for instance, raised us to have an open 
mind, and | think a lot of kids in similar 
situations probably grow up with a more 
open mind.” 

Jennifer was not shocked, or 
disgusted, or frightened when she 
learned her mom was a lesbian. 

“When mom told me (around age 13) 
it was fine with me. Before that, | didn’t 
have a clue. (Her partner) had always 

been a part of our household, but | 
never thought about it. When she told 
me, | didn’t see anything wrong with 
Ite 
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Jennifer is not ashamed of her 
mom’s unconventional lifestyle, but 
understands, 1n a province with a 
redneck reputation, the need to keep 
quiet about it. She figures it’s nobody’s 
business anyway. 

“T’}l tell some of my friends, after 
I’ve known them for a while, about 
Mom. And now, the ones who know, if 
they hear other people criticizing or 
making fun of gays, they chew them 
out. They know it’s not wrong ... and 
who cares what people do in privacy?” 

Jennifer and her 14-year-old brother, 
David, have become so comfortable 
with their mom’s orientation, it’s rarely 
a topic of conversation between them. 

“We don’t talk about it much; it’s 
not a big deal. I think he feels pretty 
much the same way as | do, that it 
was—is—a good experience. It’s very 
natural to us; we don’t view it as weird 
or anything. 

“TI never cared about how a person 
looks or what they do,” Jennifer 
stresses. “Life is life. Mom made sure 
we had everything we needed. Sure, we 
had our problems, like any family with 
teenagers would have! But nothing that 
was connected to her being gay. Who 
cares who’s doing the parenting, as 
long as the child is loved and well 
taken care of? 

“I grew up believing in equal rights 
for everyone, regardless of sexual 


orientation, race, colour, religion, etc. 
Mom also taught us to fight for what we 
believe in.” 

Jennifer also has a few parting shots 
for those who assume gay parents try to 
somehow influence their kids into 
‘turning’ gay, as part of 
some perverse political 
agenda: 

“T think a lot of people 
who don’t accept it fear 
that, but it doesn’t work 
that way. David and I are 
both straight. We believe 
that being gay is just 
different, but it’s still part 
of nature.” 

Jennifer and David are 
just one example, of 
course, but to suggest that 
their upbringing was in any way tainted 
or lacking because of their mother’s 
sexual orientation is downright silly. 

The patronizing allowance that same- 
sex couples ‘might’ be able to raise a 
well-adjusted child is also silly. Since 
virtually all homosexuals come from 
heterosexual parents—I know I did— 
where’s the logic in implying that same- 
sex couples would be hard pressed to 
provide a stable, ‘normal’ (i.e. hetero- 
sexual) upbringing? Or in assuming that 
same-sex couples could or would 
automatically try to queerly influence 
their children’s sexual orientation? 


(Good grief, knowing how difficult it 1s 
to go through life as a gay woman or 
man, why would any of us deliberately 
attempt to foist it on our kids?) 

Mr. Worthington concludes that “... a 
child’s welfare comes ahead of any gay 
rights—all of which has 
nothing to do with the 
right of gays to work and 
live without 
discrimination; as a 
society, we’re past that 
sort of prejudice.” 

Uh-huh. And just what 
dream society is he living 
in? If we were truly past 
that sort of prejudice, I 
would have had no qualms 
about using Jennifer and 
David’s real names. But 
their mother, splendid example of 
humanity that she is, also happens to be 
a teacher. And those same people who 
deem lesbians to be unfit mothers tend 
to have even less tolerance for gay 
educators. 

Sad but true. 


Westmount area: Professional woman 
with a passion for sports would like to 
share home with another active, 
responsible, non-smoking lesbian. 
Rent is $250 + % utilities & DD. 
Phone 450-1973. 
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Lesbian/Parent 
Mikki Wilson 


Lesbian parenting; those two 
words are an unlikely combina- 
tion for many people. There are, however, many 
lesbian parents and they are very fine parents at 
that. 

My own opinion is that being a lesbian has 
little to do with parenting. The responsibility to 
care for, teach and love their child(ren) belongs to 
parents, whether straight or gay. I want the 
“highest and best” for my son, and that’s what 
being a parent is about. 

I’m a single, unattached parent. As a lesbian, I 
have challenges that go beyond the everyday 
challenges of single parenthood. If I wasn’t “out” 
to my eight-year-old son, I imagine it would be 
more difficult, but he has known since he was 
four. I’ve answered his questions over and over 
again. My best friend, whom my son has come to 
know as a father, is a gay man. My son knows 
that Dad dates men and Mom dates women. So, 
while the questions continue, he knows the story. 

I do wonder, though, what he tells his friends. 
If he tells kids and teachers, what will happen? I 
fear he will be picked on and teased. 

At straight community events, it’s tough 
getting to know other families and kids. My son 
would suffer if I was out to them, because other 
parents might not let their kids associate with him. 
So, I’m guarded and cautious, choosing words 
carefully. This makes it hard to feel a part of the 
larger community. 

With our unusual family, who do I list as 
father on forms? Holidays like Father’s Day and 
Mother’s Day present problems too. How would 
various people in the school system react if I 
chose to be forthright? Tough issues! 
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It is also not easy to have any kind of a sex 
life. Straight single parents have a similar 
problem with this—especially if younger children 
are involved—but this intensifies for a lesbian 
parent. Lesbian social life is linked to bars, 
dances, and other events that are not designed for 
a woman with a family. Getting out and meeting 
people is both difficult and costly. 

To top it off, I find most women reluctant to 
get involved with a custodial parent. Getting to 
know each other is a slower process. You date 
not only a woman, but her children, dogs, cats, 
school concerts and the whole ball team. A 
mother can’t party several nights a week, because 
she has to spend time with her kids. She can’t 
sleep over elsewhere, but must be home every 
night. She can’t stay up all night making love 
because the kids have to be readied for school in 
the morning. Children can be demanding, and you 
need your rest to stay cool, calm and alert. Lastly, 
the kids’ feelings can’t be ignored, because they 
are involved too. 

The effort, patience and hassle of dating a 
lesbian parent are a big pill for most women to 
swallow, because being a parent means your life is 
not your own. Dates are few and far between 
sometimes—that’s just the way it is. 

Being a lesbian is simply an integral part of 
who I am. Being a parent is an incredible 
challenge. Choosing to have children is a lifelong 
career and one of the most important things I 
have chosen to do. Lesbian parenting presents 
special challenges, but if I remain true to myself, 
honest and open with my son, loving him, 
teaching him, and caring for him the best that I 
can, then it will be a wonderful and rewarding 
experience. I cherish the opportunity. 

I do believe that we would be doing ourselves 
a favour by supporting lesbian and gay parents. 
Our children are a gift; the social reformers of the 
future. 
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Horoscope 
Renée Fulsom 
Leo (July 23-Aug 22) 

The desire to overindulge will be strong 
towards the end of the month. If you stay 
determined not to give in to every whim that 
comes by, it will be much easier to handle it when 
this cycle comes up again. 

Virgo (Aug 23-Sept 22) 

The possibility of a new relationship 
developing is very strong for you right now. 
Be prepared for it being a tad offbeat in 
nature, and not being quite as it 
seems. 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 22) 
July should find you more at 
ease with yourself. You’ll probably 

be feeling a little more sociable. 
You are now overlooking what 
would have really bugged you last 
month. 

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21) 

Issues involving your ego are arising this 
month. Try avoiding extremes; thinking that you 
are either the world’s best or the world’s worst 
person that ever lived. Believe me, the odds of that 
happening are just too great. 

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21) 

On the whole, this month should go a little better 
than last. Some conflicts with loved ones could 
come up, but should blow over quickly if you 
respond in a non-confrontational manner. 
Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 20) 

Being unable to decide where to use your 
energy for the greatest good is now prevalent. 

You may feel like you’re of two minds and 
wanting to make the most of it all. You might just 
pull it off, too! 


Aquarius (Jan 21-Feb 19) 

Beware of a tendency to allow jealousy (in 
all its subtle forms) to rear its ugly head in your 
dealings with loved ones. People are not 
possessions—that’s called slavery—and 
possessions are transient. 

Pisces (Feb 20-Mar 20) 

Emotions and energy levels can be rather 
strained this month. Emphasize expansion in 
your daily activities. This will help let these 
energies find a constructive outlet. 

Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19) 

July should go quite well, with 
things going pretty much your way. 
The only thing you need to beware 
of is putting your foot in your 
| mouth. Communication may be a 
¥ bit difficult. 

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20) 

Your ego may suffer a blow 
this month and the desire to make a big deal 
about it can come into play. But if your ego 
isn’t the type that needs stroking, you’ll do fine. 
Gemini (May 21-June 20) 

Energy levels are probably running pretty 
high now, and the desire to spread your wings 
and do something is strong. The problem is 
what, there is too much to choose from! 
Cancer (June 21-July 22) 

Talking to and organizing with family (or those 
like family) will be in the forefront of your July 
activities. You'll be needing much more 
socializing right now. 


Correction to a story last month: 
Rain Phoenix stars in a lesbian role in the 
movie ‘Even Cowgirls Get the Blues’, not her 


(deceased) brother, River. He was an acclaimed 
actor, but could he have portrayed a lesbian? 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Weekly Events: 


* Adamant Eve. Feminist radio 
program broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5 
Thursdays from 5-6 pm. 


* Gaywire. A lesbian, bisexual and gay 
radio show from CJSR at the University 
of Alberta, FM 88.5 Thursdays 6-7 pm. 


* LesBiGay Front Runners Running 
Club meets Thursdays, 5:30 pm and 
Sundays, 10:30 am in front of Kinsmen 
Sports Centre. 


* Recreational Badminton for lesbians 
and gays, Fridays 7:30-9:30, Oliver 
School, 10210-117 Street. Cost is $1.00. 


* Pink Triangle Youth Group meets 
every Saturday, 7:30-10 pm at GLCCE, 
104-11745 Jasper Avenue. For lesbians 
and gays 16 to 21 years old. 


* Metropolitan Community Church, 
weekly worship, Sundays at 7:15 pm 
10086 MacDonald Drive. 


* GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre), 104-11745 Jasper Avenue, is 
open Monday to Friday from 7 - 10 pm, 
Wednesday from 1-4 pm. 488-3234. 
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Upcoming Events: 

Tuesday, June 28 

* Womonspace Pool Tournament at 
the Option Room, 10148 105 Street, 
beginning at 7 pm. Free to Womonspace 
members. 


Tuesday, July 5 

* WOMONSPACE NEVS Newsletter 
Meeting, The Option Room, 10148 105 
Street, 7:30 pm. Deadline for August 
issue on poetry. 


Thursday, July 7 
* WOMONSPACE Drop-in. Good 
conversation and warm, supportive 


atmosphere. Women’s Building, Bsmt, 
9930 106 Street, 7:30-9 pm. 


Sunday, July 10 
* WOMONSPACE General 
Meeting. 9930 106 Street, 7:30 pm. 


Thursday, August 4 

* WOMONSPACE Drop-in. 

Join us for coffee and a chat. Women’s 
Building, Basement, 9930 106 Street 
7:30-9 pm. 


Sunday, August 7 

* WOMONSPACE NEWS Newsletter 
Meeting, Boystown, 10116-124 Street, 

at noon. Deadline for September issue. 

(Topic is Lesbian Comedy. ) 


Who Said What 
Sheelagh 


A Gallup poll released in late April 
showed that the Canadian public is 
almost evenly divided on the issue of 
whether same-sex couples should be 
given the same tax and employment 
benefits as heterosexuals: 49 % favour 
the notion, while 44 % oppose it; seven 
per cent have no opinion. Younger and 
better educated respondents were 
considerably more likely to back same- 
sex benefits. Among 18 to 29-year-olds 
Support rises to 64 %. 

Maclean’s, May 16, 1994. 


“Most people know that hurling epithets 
at me like ‘faggot’ and ‘queer’ is not 
exactly going to wound me to the quick. I 
mean, tell me something | didn’t know.” 
-NDP MP Svend Robinson 

Maclean’s, May 16, 1994 


“This legislation reflects our 
government’s commitment to fair 
treatment for all Ontarians, while helping 
to create a dignified society where 
everyone can be equal.” -Ontario 
Attorney-General Marion Boyd, 

on the May 19 introduction of a bill to 
legislate the same rights and obligations 
as common-law couples now have, 


Globe and Mail, May 20, 1994. 


“Surely Parliament, which is supposed 
to lead the way in Canada, shouldn’t be 
lagging on such an important issue.”- 
Svend Robinson on his request for a 
House of Commons sommittee to 
consider extending full benefits to the 
spouses of MPs in same-sex 
relationships. 

Edmonton Journal, May 24, 1994. 


UU IU LIA) 
Womonspace Founder“, 
‘Receives Award c 
= Congratulations to Jeanne is 
j= Rioux, who was honoured as one = 
| of the original founders of c 
(2 Womonspace. The award was = 
j' presented by the Pride Week jl 
‘| Organizing Committee at the gala 
—j] opening of Pride Week. Other ic 
2 members of our community were "5 
(— also recognized in the award =) 
Sl ceremony held on June 17". eS 
IU UU ALLA 


The Great Alberta Campout 


September 2", 3" & 4" 
Campout hosted by GALACA (Red Deer) 
Weiner Roast Friday Afternoon, 
Dances Friday & Saturday Night 
$17.50 before Aug 1°; $22.50 afterward 
For tickets and location, 
call Terry or Paul at 1-346-8927 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 9 


The Vitamin Dilemma 
Rosa 

Centrum, Paramettes, chewable, 
non-chewable, mini-size, thump-me-in- 
the-back,-it’s-caught-in-my-throat size. 
I hadn’t realized that there were so 
many vitamins to choose from. My real 
quandary, however, is that I’m not sure 
whether I even need vitamin supple- 
ments. See, it all depends on one 
thing—monogamy! 

Now just what do vitamins have to 
do with monogamy? I had never 
thought about this until just the other 
day. I went for a run with a friend of 
mine through the MacKinnon Ravine 
and we talked about a variety of sub- 
jects, including monogamous and non- 
monogamous relationships. As we ran, 
my friend talked about the incredible 
amount of energy that one would need 
to date several womyn at one time. 
“You'd have to take vitamins to be 
non-monogamous!” she added. 

I stopped to think about what she 
had said. Meanwhile, my friend kept 
right on running at a very steady pace 
along the bike trails and she was soon 
out of sight. I ended up hailing an 
errant cab just to catch up to her and, 
as I tipped the very disoriented cab 
driver, I realized that I was no further 
ahead in resolving the monogamy- 
vitamin dilemma. 
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Actually, this isn’t really a 
dilemma—yet! I’m just hoping that it 
will develop into one! You see, I’ve 
been ‘out’ less than a year. It’s wishful 
thinking that I could be non- 
monogamous, especially when my 
circle of lesbian friends is no more than 
an arc at this time. Well, | am kind of 
shy, you know! 

However, I am madly in love/lust 
—call it what you will—with at least 
seven different womyn. One thinks 
she’s totally straight, two I’m not sure 
about, but the remaining four are 
beautiful, gorgeous dykes. Oh yeah, did 
I mention that they all have partners?? 
Let’s forget that last detail for a 
moment and assume that all four are 
available. Which of the four would I 
date, or, would I date all four of them? 
I honestly don’t know what I would do 
in a situation like that, so maybe I'll 
just wait and see how I feel the day all 
this happens. 

My old ‘straight’ self would never 
have considered being non-monoga- 
mous. Condoms can be faulty and 
babies can happen. Being pregnant and 
hypothesizing who fathered the child 
would have been the ultimate night- 
mare. I don’t have to worry about 
getting pregnant with another womon 
and I find that very freeing. So, on the 
one hand the prospect of making love 


to different womyn is very attractive, 
but on the other hand, I need intimacy. 
And intimacy takes time. 

Intimacy is developed when two 
people care enough about each other to 
communicate honestly and openly. It is 
developed when two people take risks 
in the relationship and reveal their ten- 
der, vulnerable sides. It develops when 
intimate hopes and fears are shared. 

Personally, I think that establishing 
intimacy in a monogamous relationship 
probably takes more time and more 
energy than running around dating a 
whole tribe of gorgeous lesbians. But 
who am I to judge at this point? My 
personal policy is to try something at 
least three times before I pass judgment 
on it. In the meantime—oops—here 
comes the forklift operator. “Hey lady, 
have you decided which pallet of 
vitamins you want?” 

Well, hey—you never know!! 


Classified Advertising: 


Like; to golf eslLooking sor. 
isomething golf partner with 

laverage ability for occasional 
weekend outings. 462-4661 eve. 


| 


Shared accommodation (m or f) 
in mobile home in Westview 

Uibbagey $300 Cplusmdy Acute. 
linda. 44/47 1/6 o7.4860-2710. 


Pool Tournament 
—Winner Val pockets $100— 
Marcie 

Womonspace hosted a round-robin 
pool tournament at the Option Room 
on May 10" and 17". The first evening 
served as the seeding round, with two 
games for each contestant. The second 
evening held the elimination competi- 
tion, which eventually determined the 
winner. Prize monies available 
included $100 for first place, $75 for 
second, and $50 for third. 

After two evenings of suspenseful 
and good-natured competition, Val 
placed first, Cathy second, and Jackie 
third. | 

Special thanks go to Sandra and 
Faye for organizing a successful 
tournament. Thanks also to the Option 
Room for providing exclusive use of 
the pool tables. 

The next Womonspace pool 
tournament for women begins on 
Tuesday, June 28, at the Option Room. 
Registration begins at 7 pm and play 
commences at 8. 

Tournament registration is free to 
members of Womonspace, requiring 
presentation of a valid card. To register 
in advance, please call the Lesbian Life 
Line at 425-0511. 


© 
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Finding Lesbian Fiction 
Sheryl McInnes 

I decided to read my way through the 
library at the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre—at least the books 
that have LESBIAN on the spines—and 
found a couple of fun reads for lazy 
days in the sun: 

Illuminations, by Maureen Duffy, 1s 
about two women—one British, one 
German—who meet and change each 
others lives. Yes, it is a common plot. 
The charm is in the subplot that centers 
on the British woman’s research. As it 
weaves through the book, this fact- 
based tale of a nun in the twelfth 
century provides a counterforce to the 
race-based violence in the main plot. 
There are some thin spots in this book, 
but it’s worth reading. 

The Riding School Mistress by 
Harriett Gilbert. When I looked at the 
title, I thought “Oh no; a lesbian Lady 
Chatterly’s Lover!” Not at all. This is a 
lesbian story rooted in the real world of 
relationships that don’t always work out 
in the way that we might wish. It is also 
a story of enduring love between two 
women at a time when lesbian was not 
yet “chic”. 

GLCCE has a nice library with a 
good selection of lesbian fiction, poetry 
and feminist/womypn titles. It’s worth 
the cost of membership to have this 
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resource available to you. 

Now, for those of you waiting 
breathlessly for Kiss & Tell’s new book 
Her Tongue on my Theory, Woman to 
Womon Books now has copies! (Phone 
454-8031.) Rumour has it that if it was 
published in the USA, it wouldn’t get 
past Canada Customs. Hurray for home- 
grown lesbian erotica! 

Speaking of Canada Customs, they 
are at it again. After all the publicity 
over the seizure of lesbian (and 
feminist) books last spring through fall, 
they are not likely to use that tactic 
again. This spring, as we gear up for 
Pride Month, they are delaying orders 
so that the 15-day delivery from the 
USA has become 25 days or more. 

With many lesbian/gay publishers 
timing the release of books to coincide 
with June (being Lesbian and Gay Book 
Month), these delays may mean that 
bookstores get their lesbian titles long 
after Pride Week is over. If we try to 
express the books in, the cost per book 
has to go up. Either way, lesbian and 
gay bookstores and their customers are 
the losers. 

If this harassment bothers you as 
much as it does us, call or write your 
MP and protest. Tell him/her that you 
don’t want your reading material 
censored! 


Books for Kids 
in Lesbian Families 


Available at the Edmonton oy 


Public Library 

Picture books for young 

children: 

¢  Asha’s Mums by "Wate 
Rosamund Elwin, 1990. 

Asha worries that she’ll miss the science 

centre field trip when her teacher rejects 

the permission form because it has been 

signed by two mothers. 

¢ Bonjour, Mr. Satie by Tomie De 
Paola, 1991. 

Through the diplomatic efforts of gay 

Mr. Satie, two talented Parisian artists 

end their feud.Gertrude and Alice are 

Satie’s American friends living in Paris. 

9 Your Family, My Family by Joan 
Drescher, 1980. 

Briefly describes several kinds of 

families, one of which is a lesbian one. 

“Margo and Rita are Peggy’s family. 

Although Margo 1s her real mother, 

Peggy feels as if she has two mothers. 

That’s twice as nice, except when they 

are both angry at her.” 

¢ Losing Uncle Tim by MaryKate 
Jordan, 1989. 

When his beloved Uncle Tim dies of 

AIDS, Daniel struggles to find 

reassurance and understanding and finds 


that his favourite grown-up has left him a 


legacy of joy and courage. 


€ Caleb’s Friend by Eric Jon 
Nones, 1993. 

Not overtly gay, but centers around the 

lifelong friendship between a human 

boy anda merboy. 

¢ The Duke Who Outlawed 
Jellybeans and Other Stories by 
Johnny Valentine, 1991. 

Five original fairy tales featuring 

children with lesbian and gay parents. 

For older children: 

¢ Living in Secret by Cristina 
Salat, 1993. 

Eleven-year-old Amelia’s father has 

custody, but she runs away with her 

mother. They establish a new home and 

identity in San Francisco with her 

mother’s girlfriend. 

Books for lesbian young adults: 

¢ Annie On My Mind by Nancy 
Garden, 1982. 

A classic story of young lesbian love; 

over 41,000 copies have been sold since 

it was first published. The author’s new 

title, Lark in the Morning, is also 

available. 

€ The Cat Came Back by Hilary 
Mullins, 1993. 

Seventeen-year-old Stevie begins to deal 

with the sexual abuse in her past when 

she falls in love with hockey teammate 

Andrea. The first young adult novel 

from Naiad Press. 
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President’s Message 
Family Values 


Heather 

This issue of Womonspace News 
focuses on lesbian parenting, a timely 
topic in light of the same-sex benefits 
debate in the Ontario Legislature during 
the first two weeks of June. The bill was 
defeated upon second reading, with a key 
stumbling block being the provision 
allowing same-sex couples to adopt 
children. The Globe and Mail also 
attributed the defeat to powerful lobbying 
by the Catholic church and other right- 
wing evangelical groups. 

‘Family values’ arose throughout the 
debate. It was used as some undefined, 
vague ideal that, in the opposition’s 
opinion, same-sex unions do not satisfy. 
What constitutes a family has been 
clearly defined (blood relation or 
marriage), but what constitutes ‘values’ 
has not. 

Are the ‘values’ instilled by the 
traditional family such uncommon items 
as unconditional love, honesty, 
compassion, cohesiveness and general 
humanism? If so, then I’m afraid the 
family does not have the exclusive power 
of education that politicians appear to 
think it has. Often, these qualities are 
impressed upon children by non-parents 
in supportive roles. For many people, the 
most influential person during their 


childhood is not a parent, but a 
teacher, a coach, or an older sibling. | 
say that a traditional family—father, 
mother, and 2.5 children—is not 
required in order for values to be 
instilled in children. 

Lesbian mothers and gay fathers 
have been raising their own children 
with their respective partners and 
research has shown that these children 
are no more predisposed to criminal 
behavior or homosexuality than those 
from heterosexual situations. 

To receive a humane and moral 
upbringing, a child needs people who 
can provide financially for, as well as 
love the child and each other. The 
political pundits may say that a same- 
sex couple cannot raise children as 
well as a heterosexual couple, but I 
say that, in general, a homosexual 
couple can do no worse. 


Raising Teens 

When one somewhat harassed 
lesbian mother of teenagers was 
asked about the sexual orientation of 
her daughters, she retorted: “I wish 
they were gay—at least you don’t 
have to worry about pregnancies or 
VD, but all my girls are into boys and 
all those hassles and I don’t want to 


be a grandmother just yet.” 
Irom Amazon Mothers, Miriam Saphira, 
Auckland, 1984. 
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oeiecous Wainer, 


Attend Dart Competition 
Marcie ; 
Womonspace sponsored awomen’s 
_blind-draw dart doubles tournament on 
Sunday afternoon, May 29. It was held 
at Shakespear’s Darts and Rumpus > 
Room, located on the second floor at 
10306 112 Street. 

Seven teams were randomly ae ? 
from fourteen participants, whose skill 
levels ranged from very good to 
untested. The teams competed ina _ 
round-robin tournament of the ; game 
‘Tactics’ for $130 in prize money. 

. After a boisterous afternoon of cama- 
raderie and competition, Sandee and — | 
Connie emerged the victors, winning six. 
out of their seven games. A ‘laycoth be- 
tween the teams tied for second found 
Shirley and Darlene in second place, 

with Snake and Marla a close third. 

The teams received $60 for first 
place, $40 for second and $30 for third. 
Door prizes were dist ributed among the 
remaining competitors and the | 
spectators. 

Special thanks to Stacey toe ae 
spear’s Darts BOF Det organization of the © 


support and assistance. Thanks also ne 
the tournament participants and ASE ACN ee 
spectators for making it an enjoyable © pete aN 
and memorable bane : 3 ie ee 


ORCHESTRATE LUSTY, STEAMe. 
SEXY NIGHTS 
FOR HUNDREDS OF WOMEN... 
BECOME A 
DANCE COORDINATOR! 


IF INTERESTED, LEAVE YOUR NAME AND NUMBER 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE AT 425-051 1 


NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO WOMONSPACE DANCES 
DURING JULY AND AUGUST. 
NEXT DANCE SEPTEMBER 17°" 


WOMONSPACE 1994 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Basement, 9930 106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME DATE 
ADDRESS CITY 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 


Membership Fee: $15.00 Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace 
(low income available) 

New Member CJ Renewal] I Would like to be a volunteer Yes) NoO 

Please mail my newsletter to my home CJ 

I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events O Total enclosed $ 


